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Campaign for African artifacts looks to Al to
expedite return

Updated Apr 1, 2026, 2:54pm GMT+1 SHARE [/

N

<y
~

A restitution ceremony for a sacred talking drum, returned from France to Cote d’lvoire. Bertrand Guay/AFP via Getty Images.

A new Al-powered tool is helping track restitution work underway across Africa.
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involved in the return of artifacts to Africa, many of which were stolen by Europeans during
the colonial period.

Restitution negotiations are usually “Europe-to-Africa conversations,” co-founder Molemo
Moiloa told Semafor, adding that while major European museums will have dedicated staff
working on restitution, on the continent, many claims are taken up by museum workers or
community members during their spare time.

“When different stakeholders collaborate across different lines, that’s when restitution
breakthroughs happen,” fellow co-founder Chao Tayiana Maina said.

— Paige Bruton
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